
SMS Jazz Band 2018-2019  
General Information 

 
Jazz Band Instruments 
Seventh and Eighth grade band students are eligible to audition for Jazz Band. This year, students on all band 
instruments can audition. Jazz Band also includes Drum Set, Piano, Bass Guitar, and Electric Guitar. These 
instruments are not in our standard band classes, but students with skills on these instruments are encouraged 
to audition, too. 
 
Jazz Band rehearses after school and includes evening performances and festivals.  
 
Auditions are Thursday, October 11, 2018 from 3:00-4:15pm. Sign up in the band room. 
 
Rehearsal Times  
Each rehearsal will run from 3:00 to 4:15pm. Students MUST be picked up by 4:30. If a student is late being 
picked up more than 2 times, the student may be dismissed from the band and another student will take his/her 
place. Please be on time to pick up your child.  
 
Practice takes place after school two or three days a week.  Due to my obligations at the middle school and 
high school, the schedule may change from time to time, though it shouldn’t happen often.  
 
Commitment to Jazz Band 
Students who make it into the Jazz Band must commit to being at every single rehearsal for the full jazz 
season. Jazz band is a small, auditioned group, so each member’s job is essential at each rehearsal. Many 
times, one person is responsible for their own part. The other members rely on hearing other members play 
their part as they play their own. 
 
I try to work with students who are involved in other school activities (Scholar Bowl, Forensics/Debate, & 
Cheer). If you are interested in one of these activities, let me know at your audition. I can work with most 
situations, but it depends on what part the student is playing in Jazz Band.  
 
Unfortunately, students interested in Wrestling or Basketball must choose between the sport or Jazz Band 
because of the practice schedules.  
 
Sickness and family emergencies are excused absences. 
 
High Standards 
Students in jazz band are held to extremely high standards and are expected to represent Ray-Pec to the best 
of their ability. Students who audition and have been assigned ISS this year or have consistent discipline 
issues during the school day may not be allowed in jazz band.. These students will be taken under 
consideration.  
 
Students will be held to high standards during rehearsals: 

● Talking will be held to a minimum 
● Come to rehearsal prepared to play music, especially if it has been assigned to practice previously 
● Come to rehearsal with all materials: instrument, music, supplies 

 
 



Cost 
There is a fee to be a part of the jazz band.  Last year the fee was $46. The fee has not been finalized yet, but 
I anticipate the fee remaining the same or going down slightly.  
 
Calendar 
 
Audition Day 
Monday, October 23, 2017 - 3:00pm to ??? 
 
Rehearsal Days, Concerts & Jazz Festivals 
Week 1: Mon. Oct. 22, Wed. Oct. 24 
Week 2: Mon. Oct. 29 
Week 3: Mon. Nov. 5, Tues. Nov. 6 
Week 4: Mon. Nov. 12, Tues. Nov. 13, Wed. Nov. 14  
Week 5: Mon. Nov. 19 
Week 6: Mon. Nov. 26, Tues. Nov. 27, Wed. Nov. 28 
Week 7: Mon. Dec. 3, Tues. Dec. 4 
Week 8: Mon. Dec. 10, Tues. Dec. 11, Wed. Dec 12 
Thursday, December 13 - 7:00PM Jazz Band Concert (with 6th Grade Band) 
Week 9: Mon. Jan. 7, Tues. Jan. 8 
Week 10: Mon. Jan. 14, Tues. Jan. 15, Wed. Jan. 16 
Week 11: Tues. Jan. 22, Wed. Jan. 23, Thurs. Jan. 24 
Week 12: Mon. Jan. 28, Tues. Jan. 29, Thurs. Jan. 31 
Week 13: Mon. Feb. 4, Tues. Feb. 5 
Week 14: Mon. Feb. 11, Tues. Feb. 12, Wed. Feb. 13 
Week 15: Wed. Feb. 20, Fri. Feb 22 
Thursday, February 21 - 7:00PM Jazz Band Concert (with 7th and 8th Grade Bands) 
Saturday, February 23 - Jazz Festival (UCM, Warrensburg) 
 
**If rehearsals or performances are added or cancelled, you will be notified through email. I am working to add 
a local community performance during our jazz band season. 
 
And last but definitely not least… 
South Middle School Jazz Band is a very fun group for students.  The kids will learn different styles of jazz, 
how to solo/improvise and continue to develop and deepen their musicianship skills.  



Audition Music 
 
Flute & Mallet Percussion  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes Eb, Gb, Ab, A, Bb, & Db. 
 
Flutes: Play the notes one octave higher than written.  
Mallet Percussion: Audition on Vibes even if you are interested in playing the auxiliary percussion (congas and 
other smaller percussion instruments) 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Audition Music 
 
Clarinets & Trumpets  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes F, Ab, Bb, B, C, & Eb. 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Audition Music 
 
Horn 
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes Bb, Db, Eb, E, F, & Ab. 
 

 



Audition Music 
 
Trombones & Baritones  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes Eb, Gb, Ab, A, Bb, & Db. 
 
 

 
  



Audition Music 
 
Alto Saxophone  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes C, Eb, F, F#, G, & Bb. 
 
You can audition on Alto even if you are interested in Tenor Sax or Bari Sax.  
  
 

 
  



Audition Music 
 
Tenor Sax  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes F, Ab, Bb, B, C, & Eb. 
 
Note: You can audition on Alto Sax and still have a chance to play Tenor Sax in Jazz Band.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Audition Music 
 
Bari Sax  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes C, Eb, F, F#, G, & Bb. 
 
Note: You can audition on Alto Sax and still have a chance to play Bari Sax in Jazz Band.  
 
 

 
 
  



Audition Music 
 
Piano  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link).  
You will play the last 12 measure two different ways.  

1) Play the notes as written. 
2) You will improvise a melody using the notes Eb, Gb, Ab, A, Bb, & Db.  

 

 

  



Audition Music 
 
Guitar  
Instructions: Play the melody in this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz 
Band link). You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes Eb, Gb, Ab, A, Bb, & Db. Separately, guitar 
players will also be asked to play the chords shown below.  
 
 
 

 
  



Audition Music 
 
Bass Guitar 
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures using the notes Eb, Gb, Ab, A, Bb, & Db. 
 
 
 

 
  



Audition Music 
 
Drum Set  
Instructions: Play this music with the sound track found at rpbands.com/south (click on the Jazz Band link). 
You will improvise the last 12 measures making up your own solo. 
 
 

 


